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The Knowledge Network: How to search for information on a topic

Welcome to our second short video about The Knowledge Network library search.
This video will focus on how to search for information on a topic.
Type your keywords into the search box and click search to see available resources across all NHSScotland subscriptions. Use the pre-search filters below the search box to limit to books, journals or articles.
We’re going to search for ibruprofen, Paracetamol and fever and change th ‘materials’ filter to ‘articles’
Leave the other pre-search filters at the default settings ‘that contains my query words’ and ‘anywhere in the record’ – this will return the broadest number of results
As you can see our keywords have returned a large number of results.
(image transcript: list of search results shows over 6000 results)
Tips for searching – How to build a search strategy
So we do have some pointers about how to build a library search query.
If you are searching for an exact phrase that should be placed within inverted commas. For example. United kingdom in inverted commas should only return results where these two words are together in that order
(image transcript: search for a phrase: e.g. “United Kingdom” should only return results where these two words are together in that order)
If you want to search for combination of keywords you have the option of AND, OR and NOT - NOT should be treated with caution because it may exclude relevant results
(image transcript: Combine keywords (Boolean operators): AND – fewer results
OR – more results
NOT fewer results (use with caution)
Alternative terms and related concepts should be placed inside brackets 
(image transcript: search for alternative terms or related concepts using brackets (ibuprofen OR brufen OR nurofen)
So if we are interested in fever and we want to search for all possible versions of ibuprofen, you would put the different terms for ibuprofen within brackets
(video transcript: Library search screen typing “fever AND (ibuprofen OR brufen OR nurofen) into search box)

You can also use the Advanced Search to build a search query by choosing the appropriate Boolean operators
Down the left hand side of the screen you will see a number of options to filter/narrow your search results.
The filter that is used most often is the creation date and generally you are looking for research within the last five years
(video transcript: creation date filter changed to 2019-2024. Select ‘refine’ to update results)
The search results include physical items across NHSScotland libraries.  Use the “Full Text Online” filter to limit to online material
Any of these filters that you wish to apply, you tick the box to the left and then click on the apply filter button at the bottom of the screen
All of your filters appear at the top of the screen under the search box.  You can click on the lock to make your filters persistent throughout the session.
For any of the results that look interesting, you can go straight to the PDF, read online, or where we have a subscription to the full journal, you can view the other content in the issue.  
(video transcript: highlighting ‘Get PDF’, ‘Read online/Full text available’ and ‘view issue contents’ links under search results)
You can also click on the title to see additional detail about the item.
(video transcript: full item record opens to display more information including ‘View online’ with links to available publishers)
If you click on the publisher name, this will take you through to the external website hosting the content. 
You should now have a better understanding of how to find information on a topic using the Library Search
Further help and training is available via The Knowledge Network
Links mentioned (Further information)
The Knowledge Network
Library Search
Local library services
Help and training
Knowledge Nuggets mailing list
Contact us
@NESKnowledge
knowledge@nes.scot.nhs.uk
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